
ACT Score Information



ACT Score Report Information

Greetings Juniors!  By now most of you have received 
your ACT scores and you may have a few questions…  

 Is my score good enough?  

 Should I retake the ACT?  

 How do I retake it?  

 What are some resources I can use to study for it?  

Before we answer those questions though, we want to 
remind everyone of an important thing to remember:  you 
are more than a score, and while it’s easy to get caught 
up in the game of standardized testing, please remember 
that your ACT score is just one piece of your college 
application.  



ACT Score Distribution

The Facts (According to ACT.org)

 Range:  1-36 (36 is a perfect score)

 National Averages

Composite Score:  21

 English:  20

 Math:  21

 Reading:  21

 Science:  21

 About 2/3 of students received a composite score 
between 16-26



Understanding Your Score Report

Your 

Composite 

Score is the 

average of 

Math, Science, 

English, and 

Reading

US Rank 

compares your 

scores to the 

national 

average.  This 

student had a 

composite score 

better than 

56% of the 

students who 

took the exam 

in the nation



Understanding Your Score Report

Your Math, Science, English, Reading, and Writing 

scores are also listed here 



Understanding Your Score Report

The Writing Test score range is from 2-12



Understanding Your Score Report

The Readiness Benchmarks are the scores that ACT deems necessary to have 

a 50% chance of obtaining a B or higher and a 75% chance of obtaining a 

C or higher in a specific college level course in the corresponding subject 

area

Readiness 

Benchmarks 

(the purple 

line)



ACT Scores – What to Do Now?

 What are your plans after high school?

 College?

 2 year?

 Only require a student to graduate from college.  You will need to 
take the ACCUPLACER placement exam.  If you score well enough on 
the ACT you may be exempt from remedial classes

 If you transfer to a 4 year college from a 2 year college then all 
you need to send is your college transcripts:  This means no ACT or 
high school transcripts will need to be sent

 4 year?

 Research what the average ACT score is of the school you want to 
attend

 Remember that 4 year schools look at other factors, especially your 
GPA, but also your class rigor, work/volunteer experience, 
extracurricular activities, athletics, demographics, unique 
circumstances etc.



Should You Test Again?

 Please consider before retaking the ACT:

 Did you have any problems during the tests, like feeling 

ill or misunderstanding the directions?

 Do you think your scores do not accurately represent 

your abilities?

 Are your ACT scores not what you expected based on 

your high school grades?

 Have you taken more classes in that subject area, taken 

an ACT prep class, or studied the sections in more 

detail?



Should You Test Again?

Please note:  Colleges take your best ACT Composite Score if 

you’ve submitted more than one.  



How to retake the ACT

 Go to www.act.org

 ACT Registration

 Register Now

 Create new account (only if you’ve taken it here on 2/28)  
Answer questions:  

Have you registered for the ACT before?  Yes

Have you taken the ACT before?  Yes

 Create your web account

Make sure you have your ACT number located on your printout

*The following slides will have screen shots of what you will see



How to Retake the ACT
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How to Retake the ACT



How to Retake the ACT

Remember 

to record 

this down 

somewhere 

safe!



How to Find Your ACT ID Number:

12498460
ACT ID 

number is 

listed here 

on your 

Score 

Report.  

Stop by the 

Counseling 

Office if 

you have 

trouble 

finding it or 

didn’t 

receive 

your Score 

Report in 

the mail.



Accommodations

 If you received accommodations (only for 

students with an IEP and some with a 504 Plan) 

on the exam, you will need to indicate that 

while registering

 Indicate Accommodations

 You’ll receive a follow up email that you’ll need to forward to 

your school counselor



Accommodations



Accommodations

When you select 

your 

accommodations, 

an email will be 

sent to you that 

you’ll need to 

forward to your 

school counselor



How To Improve Your Score

 Community Education classes (check out MPS Community Education to see 

when prep courses are offered)

 http://washburn.mpls.k12.mn.us/testing_resources

 Naviance:  Students will log in via their Naviance Family Connection 

Account.  They will be able to take a diagnostic exam, which then gives 

them a study plan tailored their individual needs.  The service includes up to 

6 practice exams.

 Targeted studying (look at the detailed results section of your Score Report 

to see what areas you can improve upon)

http://washburn.mpls.k12.mn.us/testing_resources


Questions

 Feel free to make an appointment with your 

counselor if you have further questions

 A copy of this presentation will be available on the 

Counseling website: 

http://washburncounseling.weebly.com/

http://washburncounseling.weebly.com/

